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Nums. XXXYVIII. 


The Prompter. 





To be Continued Turspays and Fripars, 





Good My Lord, will You fee the Prayers well beftow’d? 


HAMLET. 





FRIDAY, 


MARCH 21. 


1735: 





OBSERVE, with no fmall Plea- 
fure, that a Bill is ordered into 
the moft proper, and only quali- 
fied, Affembly, in this Kingdom, 
©. for Regulation (I hope) of the 
Ye iaem, | heatres.— I prefume the Parey- 
DOS BS A thefis ; becaufe, being wholly un- 
a cay AC ac ; ner S ; 

mweN acquainted with the Motive, or 

- Purpofe, of the Order, I can only be fure, that, as 
This is the firft Time, we have heard of the Stage 
under Confideration of That venerable Body, It mutt 
come out of their Hands, with Improvement, anf{wer- 





* ablé to the Expectation, we derive, from their having 


condefcended to affume the Enquiry. 

-I cannot’ keep my Temper, when I hear Men of 
Senfe fubmirting to difcourfe of the Theatres, as 
Places, only, of Publick Diverston : — We have 
too extenfive a Proof, that they are Schools of Pub- 
lick Effeminacy, and Corruptioz : ‘Tho’ we know, too, 
& undoubtedly, that they might be the Academies of 
Courage, Good Tafte, and Humanity. 

WERE I to affert, that their Influence might, as 
to their Political Ufe, be carrie? higher, even, than 


~ That of the Pe/pit; Ifhould think it an Injuftice to 


be mifunderftood, as wanting Reverence for, or a 
right Underftanding of, Things facred, and /uperior. 


This cou’d only be maintain’d, with Regard to the | 


Difference, between Perfous, deriving Inftruction 
from the one, and the other Original: In the Firjf, 


the Gentleman, the Soldier, and the Patriot, are in- 


fpir’d with Sextiments, not immediately confin’d to 
themfelves, but diffulive ; and productive of Blef- 


* fings to the People, they are born to a for ; where- 


tho’ there are taught plain, moral, 


as, in the Leaf ! 
to the pri- 


and religious, Truths, conducive, indeed, 


vate Emolument of the honeft, and ufeful, Plebetaz, | 


fet, muft fuch Leffons be allow’d lefs weceffary to, 
caufe already known by, Every elevated, and dif- 


_tinguifh’d, Condition. 


ANOTHER Adwvantage, in Favour of the Stage, is, 


_ that tho’ it applies it(elf to the Reafou, It does it not, 
primarily, and with a dry Demonftration of what is, 


and what js not, our Duy ; but, thro’ the powerful 
Mediation of the Pajfiovs, governs the Mind, by 


moving the HEART; and fo, playing Pride againtt , 


Defire, Fear againit Ambition ;. or SHAME againit 


Folly ;- preferves the Ballance of Nature; and makes - 


Reafon the Con/eguence, not Caufe, of our Convic- 
. tion. 
WHEN /uch might be the Ufe of fo unbounded a 
jower, what a Gricf muft it not produce in a gene- 
pus Mind, to obferve theOpportunity, either axfeen, 


or neglected? — Wom ought infulted O44 Age to 


accule, that, inftead of inculcating the Reverence, du: 
to its Wifdom, the Stage’s favourite Endeavour is, to 
reprefent it, as infignificant, or contemptible? — 
Whofe Reproach fhou'd it be, to a Nation of Trade, 
that Citizen, and Cuckold, are Synonymous ‘Terms, 
in our Comedies ? — Or, that the Youth, of both 
Sexes, in Place of charming Themfelves, by Help of 
the Stage, with the Beauties of Ofediéwce, and Mo- 
defty, gather Reafons, and Examples, to grow, as it 
Were, ASHAM’D of their Virtue; by obferving, that 
the Fixe Folks, and Wits, of the Play, attrac Ap- 
plaufe, and Diftinction, from an Oppofition of their 
own Will, to the OLp GENTLEMAN’s, and turn- 
ing, into fpirited Ridicule, all the Duties of Life, and 
Relation ¢ Yar! 

SHALL we expect an Amendment of thefe inde- 
cent Violations of Order, and Good Government, 
from a Change in the Taffe of a Manager? Qr, 
haps, fome Enlargement of his Underftanding, or 
Morality ? Such a Hope wou'd not only be adven- 
turous; It wowd be ill-grouxded, and improbable ; 
Since, while the Stage is in the Hands of any merce- 
nary Undertaker, who confiders it, but in the low 
Light of his Trade, either as the Adeaus of his Su#p- 
fiféence, or of his Luxury, It muft, unavoidably, $e 
a Confequence, that He will carry his Thoughts no 
higher, than to the furnidhing what is likelieft to 
pleafe: And, in That Difpofition, finding Nineteen 
in Twenty, vain, vicious, or iguorazt, it becomes 
his immediate, and manifeft, Intereft, to receive, 
rather the Nimeteex Half-Crowns, than the fixg/e'Two 
Shillings, and Six-pence. — Behold, in This. ridicu- 
lous Image, the real Original .of all thofe Dance#s, 
Eunuchs, Tumblers, and other namelefs, and innu- 
merable, Jscumbrances, and Pollutious, of our 
Theatre. 

THe Confideration of thefe Things makes me un- 
willing, to imagine it poffble, that the Extent of the 
Bill, I hear of, can be 10 warrow, as fome People 
reprefent it.——'To reftrain, with Regard to. Number, 


fhall we, with a {till bolder Dependance, hope, per- 


. the Encreafe of corrupt, -and ridiculous, Theatres, is, 


no doubt, a Defign of great Juftice, and Neceffity ; 
But, of how much wobler Effect will it be, to cor- 
redt, and mew model, the ofd ones?, Who isthere, 
that wou’d not concur, to {natch a Sword, fromthe 


Hands of a Madman ?—-And. it will be allow’d me, 


that, ina Political Senfe, the Managers of our Thea- 
tres have been lefS innocent Luwaricks, thanany in 
Bedlam. i 
EvEN the moft cornipted, and enfeebled, amo 
Nations, retain fome Impreffions, of the Ufe, an 
Influence, of Poetry. —~ Dejected Italy, Herlelt, - 
er 
















































































der-the -Abfence of Every Virtué, whereby fhe was, 


“arciently, thade glorious, ftill, remembers, and con- 


feffes, the Power of the Mufes. 


Courage, fupported by RENOWN, can climb, 


Above the Gulphy Sweep of /wallowing Time: | 


High-pofted Worth, from Mem’Ry’s living Stand, 
Smiles, at the Shake of flow Oblivion’s Hand : 
“Wing but your Arrow with the Muse’s Breath, 
And it’s {ure Point conveys a Wound to DEATH. 
Francini to Milton. 


Bur, if enflaved, and effeminate Nations retain 
this juft Idea of the Power of Poetry, in general, can 
Drématick Poetry, the moft lively, and prevailing, of 
its Diftinétions, want Patrons, to vindicate its Ho- 
-nour; among a People; poffeffing Liberty, in her ful- 
left, and moft mafculine, Impreflions ? 

Or, if there are few Players, from whofe Con- 

“verfation” a Member of Parliament wou’d not be 
apprehenfive, that His Sow might gather Manners, and 
ments, which He wou’d not with him to propa- 
“gate, does it not amount to an Inconfiftency, to fup- 
“pole the fame cautious Father, confenting to leave, 
in the Hands of ‘thofe Players, the Choice, and Direc- 
‘tion, of Plays ; and, thereby, the Tuition, and, in 
‘fotne Meafiire, Formation of the nobleft Youths, in 
the Kingdom? — I confider it, as no Argument, at 
wall, that fome of our Theatres are not, aéfually, in 
Pla ers Hands: — An HarLeqQuin differs no other- 
; wife from 4 Player, than as He is a Buffoon, many 
“Stages beneath him; And, when a Manager, of more 
“ielevated Character, debafes the Province, he affumes, 


“tothe Rule, and Arbitration, of People, with whofe 


© Bufinefs he fhou’d’ have nothing to do, if he wants 
the Capacity to govern them, HE, Too, is a Player, 
Gn the worft Sénfe of the Word; for he takes upon 
him a Part, which he was, by Nature, wxqualified to 


ES ns: 

HOEVER has been converfant behind Scenes, 

“muft have concluded, from one low Inftance, how 
improper it is, to leave the Adminiftration of Thea- 


- trical Power; in the Hands, either, of 4éfors, or of 
- Under-AGors, mifcal’d MANAGERS. ‘There are 
‘ Proofs, without Number, of thefe Peoples excepting 


“apainft the'moft neceffary, and moft {cafonable, Sa- 


Zire, upon no nobler a Foundation than their Fear of 
< Disopi1GinG People of Condition, and, thereby, re- 


» ducing theit Audiences : How, then, can Perfons, 


re aa and dependant, be fuppos’d capable 
fweri 


of the preat, and national, END of a'Thea- 
“tre, When they flinch, from the fureft Means; 


which are known to be, Reproof, and Inftruction ? 
Ipare believe; with whatever Regret the good — 
People of this Nation look up, to ‘the Encreafe of 


State Offices, and Commiffions, there Wou'd be a ge- 
neral Concurrence for Approbation of one new 

pointment : And, fince Cenfors of the Publick Man- 
‘gers were found neceffary, by the Roman Senate, 
‘wou’d to Heaven, as:wehave, alteady, Cozi ffioners 


of TRADE, we might hear of fome fuch Eftablith- 


¢ of Taste, alfo! 


ment, as’ Commi, 
-uport’ this Subject, more 


_Tvcannot a Paper, 


- aptly; than ‘with a humorous Petition, from Pega/us, 


to a fleeker, and better fed, Relation, of his #wn 


Species: It was fent’ me,’ indeed, ‘forthe Man i - 


“M o o'N, purfuant to a late Advertifement, for 


“Recruit of his Storebowfe : But, as I conceiv’d it not 


altogether impoffible, that it might find a Reader, or 
two, in thefe lower Regions, the venerable Eskar 
Hazzon Lunthreaghyu hath thought fit to indulge me, 
in it’s Publication. 


Thé humble Petition ef Pkcasus to the Wurrs 
Horse of H r. 


Right humbly, fair Cun! in thefe Prefents, is hewn, 
By your Kinf{man, woft \oving, tho’ Poor, avd unknown, 





‘That, fince All your Delight is, in ‘bounding and 


prancing, , 


I have Wings, at my Back, that might help your 


Advancing : 
Therefore, pray, tell your Owner, who loves to afpires 
He muft cherifh our Stud, if he means to ride higher : 
Tis the Gift of our Breed, and the Task of our Calling, 
Both to bear Men aloft, and to keep ’em from falling : 
“All the Plates, which his Bounty beftows on you,Raceérs, 
But encourage good RUNNERS, which ne'er make 

good CHASERS, — 


Not my Lord, xor bis GRoom, nor'the Rat-Catchet’s 


Mare, 

Can forfake the dull Earth, and get foremoft, in Air ; 

But, were PeGcasus /purr'd, by Crown-Plates, ‘te 
move fafter, 

He wou'd rife, from This World, and win Next, for 
bis Matfter. | 


Yow ll+ forgive me this Scrawl, tho’ it comes the 
wrong Way ;———= : 
But, $~-r R----t’s too bufy, to mind, what I fay; 

And, tho’, oft, He {pares Money, to buy an Ass ‘Traces, 


| Won't fubfcribe a Gold Plate, for the Helicon Races. 





= peine ined 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HERE AS there is come to the Hands of the 

Prompter, ax Angry Letter, fign’d, C. B. Fa- 
rinello, difclaiming, in very high Terms, his having 
receiv'd, from any Lady of Quality, the Prefent, men- 
tion'd, in my Laft, of a Vweezer Cale, iz Return for 
a Ticket ; and demandinz toknow, what we take him 
to BE? And why: fo ridiculous 2 Prefent /hou’d be 
Suppos'd proper for his Acceptance ? Concluding, with 
a Declaration, that, truly, for his Part, He finds 
Himfelf fo caly in bis Circumftances, as not to fland 
it Need of azy Lady’s Favour, in the Kixgdom.~—— 
Now, this is to Sati) the Signor, that, in Anfwier 
to his firft Query, the Prompter fzys, NorHinc: 
To his Second, He replies, that there is an Inftru- 
ment, in Every Tweezer Cafe, known to be ufeful 


for Eradication of Hairs, fhowd he chance, in” this 


moift Climate, ehat his Chin beginning to degene- 
rate toward the Ma{culine Robutftnefs, of late, dif 
tafteful to rhe Fair: And, Thirdly, as to his Decla- 
ration, in the Clofe of his Letter, It is humbly fup- 
pos’d proper for him to make no War upon the Ladies ; 
becaufe, as it paffes among them for a Truth out of 
Queftion, that He is far from their Equal, in Arms; 
at muft, therefore, be prudest, in Him, to preferve 


‘Peace, and Diftance. 





—a eeenes 
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